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of wages," which causes the wages of the labourer to be always
reduced by competition to the minimum necessary for existence.
Workingmen can rise out of their condition neither by the indi-
vidual effort which the economists inculcate, nor even by private
association (co-operative societies, syndicates, credit societies);
they must have assistance from the state. The practical method
is to create clubs of productive workmen with state appropria-
tions. But to secure this appropriation they must gain political
control and a's a first condition demand universal suffrage. Las-
salle thus revived Louis Blanc's ideas, universal suffrage ajid
national workshops. He also revived the old name of social
democrat. But he combined the socialistic doctrines of '48 with
the theories of official political authority. This is what he calls
" being armed with all the science of the epoch." (The " iron
law of wages " was a theory of the liberal economists, first formu-
lated by Turgot.)

Lassalle at first won the workmen of the manufacturing regions
of the Rhine, and the Leipzig Congress created the " General
Union of German Workingmen" (May, 1863). This was
strongly centralized under the direction of a president elected for
five years. Lassalle, elected president, went to- Berlin to struggle
against the progressist party and entered into relations with Bis-
marck (see p. 479). After his death, in 1864, his party remained
a German patriotic party at once*monarchical and democratic,
with a limited socialist program.

The Marx party was organized later. It began with the seces-
sion of the Germans of the International from Lassalle's national
party, which was accused of having sold itself to the Prussian
government It was formed by the conversion to socialism of
the societies in Saxony (see p. 479), which joined the Inter-
national in 1868.

The party was constituted at the Eisenach Congress in 1869,
where the first complete socialist program was drawn up. The
majority (262 against no) belonged to Marx' disciples; it repro-
duced his doctrines and formulae. Marx, who had just published
his system in the first volume of " Capital" (1867), proceeded like
Lassalle, giving to his socialist doctrines of 1848 the form of a
scientific system. His theory of value rested on the official doc-
trine of 1848 that value is the product of labour. He avoided the
sentimental and Utopian allurements of the former socialists. The
doctrine remained otherwise the same ^s in 1848, very different
from the old Babouvist communism, which imposed a sharing of